
4-111

T
ab

le
 4

.6
. S

um
m

ar
y 

C
om

pa
ri

so
n 

of
 M

an
ag

em
en

t 
O

bj
ec

ti
ve

s,
 A

ct
io

ns
, a

nd
 S

tr
at

eg
ie

s 
by

 A
lt

er
na

ti
ve

 P
ro

po
se

d 
in

 t
he

 C
on

te
 R

ef
ug

e 
C

C
P

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

FE
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 a

nd
 P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e)
(In

cl
ud

es
 E

xp
an

di
ng

 th
e 

Re
fu

ge
’s 

Ap
pr

ov
ed

 A
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

Au
th

or
ity

)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

M
an

ag
em

en
t F

ra
m

ew
or

k
Al

te
rn

at
ive

 A
 re

pr
es

en
ts

 
ou

r c
ur

re
nt

 m
an

ag
em

en
t, 

as
 

de
sc

rib
ed

 in
 th

e 
19

95
 F

EI
S 

fo
r t

he
 

re
fu

ge
, a

s w
el

l a
s s

ub
se

qu
en

t 
m

an
ag

em
en

t d
ire

ct
io

n 
ou

tli
ne

d 
in

 E
As

. 

Un
de

r a
lte

rn
at

ive
 A

, w
e 

w
ou

ld
 

co
nt

in
ue

 to
 m

an
ag

e 
ex

ist
in

g 
re

fu
ge

 la
nd

s f
or

 n
at

ive
 w

ild
lif

e 
an

d 
fis

h 
an

d 
co

nt
in

ue
 to

 a
cq

ui
re

 
ne

w
 re

fu
ge

 la
nd

s i
n 

SF
As

, 
sc

at
te

re
d 

ra
re

 sp
ec

ie
s s

ite
s, 

an
d 

im
po

rta
nt

, s
ca

rc
e 

an
d 

vu
ln

er
ab

le
 

w
et

la
nd

s d
el

in
ea

te
d 

in
 th

e 
19

95
 

FE
IS

, a
s a

m
en

de
d.

 T
he

 p
rim

ar
y 

ob
je

ct
ive

 is
 to

 p
ro

te
ct

 h
ab

ita
t 

fo
r s

pe
ci

es
 lis

te
d 

in
 th

e 
re

fu
ge

’s 
pu

rp
os

es
, in

cl
ud

in
g 

fe
de

ra
lly

 
an

d 
St

at
e-

lis
te

d 
th

re
at

en
ed

 a
nd

 
en

da
ng

er
ed

 sp
ec

ie
s.

 

W
e 

w
ou

ld
 a

lso
 c

on
tin

ue
 to

 
of

fe
r o

ur
 e

xis
tin

g 
le

ve
l o

f p
ub

lic
 

us
e 

an
d 

w
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s 
to

 a
ch

ie
ve

 c
om

m
on

 g
oa

ls
 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
w

at
er

sh
ed

.  

Ou
r h

ab
ita

t m
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 p

ub
lic

 u
se

 p
ro

gr
am

s w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ve

ry
 si

m
ila

r 
un

de
r a

lte
rn

at
ive

s B
 a

nd
 C

. T
he

 p
rim

ar
y d

iff
er

en
ce

 is
 th

e 
la

rg
er

 la
nd

 b
as

e 
un

de
r a

lte
rn

at
ive

 C
, e

ss
en

tia
lly

 d
ou

bl
in

g 
th

e 
ar

ea
 w

ith
in

 w
hi

ch
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 
en

ha
nc

e 
an

d 
ex

pa
nd

 th
es

e 
pr

og
ra

m
s. 

Un
de

r b
ot

h 
al

te
rn

at
ive

s w
e 

w
ou

ld
 

fo
cu

s o
n 

pr
ov

id
in

g 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

in
g 

ha
bi

ta
t f

or
 m

ig
ra

to
ry

 b
ird

s, 
fis

h,
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 
na

tiv
e 

w
ild

lif
e;

 u
sin

g 
SH

C 
to

 a
dd

re
ss

 la
nd

sc
ap

e-
sc

al
e 

iss
ue

s, 
su

ch
 a

s c
lim

at
e 

ch
an

ge
; e

m
ph

as
izi

ng
 c

on
ne

ct
io

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n 

co
ns

er
ve

d 
la

nd
s a

nd
 re

cr
ea

tio
na

l 
op

po
rtu

ni
tie

s; 
an

d 
ex

pa
nd

in
g 

op
po

rtu
ni

tie
s f

or
 p

rio
rit

y p
ub

lic
 u

se
s.

 

W
e 

w
ou

ld
 a

lso
 c

on
tin

ue
 to

 w
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s a
cr

os
s t

he
 w

at
er

sh
ed

, b
ut

 
pr

io
rit

ize
 w

he
re

 in
 th

e 
w

at
er

sh
ed

 w
e 

w
ou

ld
 fo

cu
s o

ur
 re

so
ur

ce
s b

y c
re

at
in

g 
Co

ns
er

va
tio

n 
Pa

rtn
er

sh
ip

 A
re

as
 (C

PA
s; 

se
e 

be
lo

w
) t

ha
t r

ep
re

se
nt

 a
re

as
 

w
e 

th
in

k a
re

 m
os

t im
po

rta
nt

 fo
r a

ch
ie

vin
g 

th
e 

Se
rv

ice
 a

nd
 R

ef
ug

e 
Sy

st
em

 
m

iss
io

ns
 a

nd
 re

fu
ge

 p
ur

po
se

s a
nd

 g
oa

ls.
 

Bo
th

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
s B

 a
nd

 C
 in

tro
du

ce
 th

e 
co

nc
ep

t o
f C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Fo
cu

s A
re

as
 

(C
FA

s; 
se

e 
be

lo
w

). 
Th

es
e 

ar
e 

ar
ea

s w
ith

in
 C

PA
s t

ha
t h

av
e 

hi
gh

 re
so

ur
ce

 
va

lu
es

 fo
r F

ed
er

al
 tr

us
t r

es
ou

rc
es

 a
nd

 w
he

re
 w

e 
pr

op
os

e 
to

 a
cq

ui
re

 la
nd

 
fo

r t
he

 re
fu

ge
 in

 fe
e,

 c
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
ea

se
m

en
t, 

or
 th

ro
ug

h 
a 

co
op

er
at

ive
 

ag
re

em
en

t. 
In

st
ea

d 
of

 th
e 

sm
al

l, s
ca

tte
re

d 
SF

As
 u

nd
er

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
 A

, t
he

 
ac

re
s i

n 
CF

As
 a

re
 g

ro
up

ed
 in

to
 fe

w
er

, la
rg

er
, c

on
tig

uo
us

 b
lo

ck
s t

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
m

or
e 

co
nn

ec
te

d 
ha

bi
ta

t. 
As

 c
om

pa
re

d 
w

ith
 a

lte
rn

at
ive

s A
 a

nd
 B

, a
lte

rn
at

ive
 

C 
pr

op
os

es
 to

 e
xp

an
d 

th
e 

ap
pr

ov
ed

 re
fu

ge
 b

ou
nd

ar
y b

y 9
9,

95
7 a

cr
es

. T
he

 
pr

op
os

ed
 e

xp
an

sio
n 

w
ou

ld
 fo

cu
s o

n 
pr

ot
ec

tin
g 

an
d 

co
ns

er
vin

g 
la

rg
er

, 
co

nt
ig

uo
us

 b
lo

ck
s o

f h
ab

ita
t a

nd
 p

ro
vid

in
g 

ha
bi

ta
t c

on
ne

ct
ivi

ty
 b

et
w

ee
n 

co
ns

er
ve

d 
la

nd
s.

  

Si
nc

e 
w

e 
ar

e 
pr

op
os

in
g 

a 
gr

ea
te

r r
ef

ug
e 

ex
pa

ns
io

n 
un

de
r a

lte
rn

at
ive

 C
, 

th
er

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

m
or

e 
pu

bl
ic

 u
se

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s (
e.

g.
, m

or
e 

ac
re

s o
pe

n 
to

 
hu

nt
in

g,
 m

or
e 

tra
ils

, e
tc

.) 
an

d 
m

or
e 

ha
bi

ta
t a

cr
es

 th
an

 in
 a

lte
rn

at
ive

 B
. N

ew
 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 to
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 a
cc

es
s f

or
 p

eo
pl

e 
of

 a
ll 

ab
ilit

ie
s, 

su
ch

 a
s t

ra
ils

 a
nd

 tr
ai

lh
ea

ds
, p

ar
kin

g 
lo

ts
, in

te
rp

re
tiv

e 
sig

na
ge

, e
tc

. 

Un
de

r a
lte

rn
at

ive
 D

, w
e 

w
ou

ld
 

fo
cu

s o
n 

al
lo

w
in

g 
na

tu
ra

l 
pr

oc
es

se
s t

o 
pr

oc
ee

d 
w

ith
 m

in
im

al
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t in

te
rv

en
tio

n.
 

W
e 

w
ou

ld
 a

lso
 fo

cu
s o

n 
of

fe
rin

g 
pr

io
rit

y p
ub

lic
 u

se
s t

ha
t p

ro
vid

e 
a 

m
or

e 
“b

ac
k-

co
un

try
” e

xp
er

ie
nc

e.
 

Pu
bl

ic
 u

se
 in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

w
ou

ld
 

be
 lim

ite
d 

to
 tr

ai
lh

ea
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

sig
ns

, n
ar

ro
w

er
, le

ss
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 
tra

ils
, a

nd
 sm

al
le

r p
ar

kin
g 

lo
ts

. 

Al
te

rn
at

ive
 D

 w
ou

ld
 in

tro
du

ce
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

CP
A 

an
d 

CF
A 

co
nc

ep
t a

s 
al

te
rn

at
ive

s B
 a

nd
 C

, b
ut

 p
ro

po
se

s 
th

e 
la

rg
es

t r
ef

ug
e 

ex
pa

ns
io

n.
 T

he
 

ad
di

tio
na

l p
ro

po
se

d 
ac

re
s w

ou
ld

 
fo

cu
s o

n 
m

ak
in

g 
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 
be

tw
ee

n 
co

ns
er

ve
d 

ar
ea

s t
o 

cr
ea

te
 w

ild
lif

e 
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

co
rri

do
rs

, 
co

ns
er

ve
 la

rg
er

, m
or

e 
co

nt
ig

uo
us

 
tra

ct
s o

f la
nd

 fo
r a

re
a-

se
ns

iti
ve

 
sp

ec
ie

s, 
an

d 
he

lp
 m

iti
ga

te
 c

lim
at

e 
ch

an
ge

 im
pa

ct
s.

Co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

Pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
 

Ar
ea

s 
(C

PA
s)

 
N

o 
CP

As
—

in
st

ea
d 

of
 ta

rg
et

ed
 

co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

ar
ea

s, 
w

e 
w

ou
ld

 
w

or
k w

ith
 p

ar
tn

er
s t

hr
ou

gh
ou

t 
7.2

 m
illi

on
-a

cr
e 

Co
nn

ec
tic

ut
 R

ive
r 

w
at

er
sh

ed
. 

W
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s i
n 

7.2
 m

illi
on

-a
cr

e 
Co

nn
ec

tic
ut

 R
ive

r w
at

er
sh

ed
, w

ith
 

pa
rti

cu
la

r f
oc

us
 o

n 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 a
nd

 
en

ha
nc

in
g 

pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s i

n 
16

 C
PA

s.
 

W
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s i
n 

7.2
 m

illi
on

-a
cr

e 
Co

nn
ec

tic
ut

 R
ive

r w
at

er
sh

ed
 w

ith
 

pa
rti

cu
la

r f
oc

us
 p

lac
ed

 in
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

in
g 

pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s i

n 
19

 
CP

As
.  A

pp
ro

xim
at

el
y 1

0%
 o

f t
he

 a
pp

ro
ve

d 
ac

qu
isi

tio
n 

au
th

or
ity

 (s
ee

 b
el

ow
) 

w
ou

ld
 o

cc
ur

 w
ith

in
 C

PA
s, 

ac
qu

ire
d 

fro
m

 w
illi

ng
 se

lle
rs

 o
nl

y, 
an

d 
af

te
r 

co
or

di
na

tio
n 

w
ith

 re
sp

ec
tiv

e 
m

un
ici

pa
lit

ie
s, 

St
at

e,
 a

nd
 a

bu
tti

ng
 la

nd
ow

ne
rs

.  
Th

e 
cr

ite
ria

 fo
r a

cq
ui

sit
io

n 
ar

e 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

as
 C

FA
s.

Co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

Fo
cu

s 
Ar

ea
s 

(C
FA

s)
 

N
o 

CF
As

—
w

e 
w

ou
ld

 c
on

tin
ue

 
to

 a
cq

ui
re

 la
nd

s i
n 

65
 S

FA
s,

 
sc

at
te

re
d,

 ra
re

 sp
ec

ie
s s

ite
s, 

an
d 

im
po

rta
nt

, s
ca

rc
e 

an
d 

vu
ln

er
ab

le
 

w
et

la
nd

s.
 

Es
ta

bl
ish

 18
 C

FA
s t

ha
t w

ou
ld

 b
ec

om
e 

re
fu

ge
 d

ivi
sio

ns
 w

ith
 la

nd
 p

ur
ch

as
ed

 
fro

m
 w

illi
ng

 se
lle

rs
 (i

nc
lu

de
s e

xis
tin

g 
9 d

ivi
sio

ns
). 

 

Es
ta

bl
ish

 2
2 C

FA
s t

ha
t w

ou
ld

 b
ec

om
e 

re
fu

ge
 d

ivi
sio

ns
 w

ith
 la

nd
 p

ur
ch

as
ed

 
fro

m
 w

illi
ng

 se
lle

rs
 o

nl
y (

in
cl

ud
es

 e
xis

tin
g 

10
 d

ivi
sio

ns
). 

Th
e 

CF
As

 a
re

 
la

rg
er

 u
nd

er
 a

lte
rn

at
ive

 D
 th

an
 u

nd
er

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
 C

.  A
pp

ro
xim

at
el

y 9
0%

 o
f 

th
e 

ap
pr

ov
ed

 a
cr

ea
ge

 a
ut

ho
rit

y, 
on

 a
ve

ra
ge

, w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ac

qu
ire

d 
in

 C
FA

s 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

cr
ite

ria
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 a

pp
en

di
x C

. T
he

 re
m

ai
ni

ng
 10

%
 a

cq
ui

sit
io

n 
au

th
or

ity
 w

ou
ld

 o
cc

ur
 in

 th
e 

su
rro

un
di

ng
 C

PA
 a

s n
ot

ed
 a

bo
ve

.

Summary Comparison of Management Objectives, Actions, and Strategies by Alternative Proposed in the Conte Refuge CCP

Chapter 4. Alternatives, Including the Service-preferred Alternative



Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge

Summary Comparison of Management Objectives, Actions, and Strategies by Alternative Proposed in the Conte Refuge CCP

4-112

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

FE
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 a

nd
 P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e)
(In

cl
ud

es
 E

xp
an

di
ng

 th
e 

Re
fu

ge
’s 

Ap
pr

ov
ed

 A
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

Au
th

or
ity

)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

To
ta

l A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Re

fu
ge

 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y 
To

ta
l a

pp
ro

ve
d 

re
fu

ge
 a

cq
ui

sit
io

n 
au

th
or

ity
97

,8
30

 a
cr

es
(T

hi
s i

nc
lu

de
s p

os
t-1

99
5 F

EI
S 

ex
pa

ns
io

ns
 to

 N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 

an
d 

Po
nd

ich
er

ry
 D

ivi
sio

ns
).

To
ta

l a
pp

ro
ve

d 
re

fu
ge

 a
cq

ui
sit

io
n 

au
th

or
ity

97
,7

72
 a

cr
es

To
ta

l a
pp

ro
ve

d 
re

fu
ge

 a
cq

ui
sit

io
n 

au
th

or
ity

19
7,3

37
 a

cr
es

To
ta

l a
pp

ro
ve

d 
re

fu
ge

 a
cq

ui
sit

io
n 

au
th

or
ity

23
1,3

07
 a

cr
es

Ex
is

tin
g 

Re
fu

ge
 U

ni
ts

M
ai

nt
ai

n 
11

 e
xis

tin
g 

un
its

 to
ta

lin
g 

70
8 a

cr
es

: 
●

●
Pu

tn
ey

 M
ou

nt
ai

n 
(V

T)
●

●
Ha

tfi
el

d 
(M

A)
●

●
Fa

nn
ie

 S
te

bb
in

s (
M

A)
●

●
W

iss
at

in
ne

w
ag

 (M
A)

●
●

Th
ird

 Is
la

nd
 (M

A)
●

●
M

ou
nt

 To
by

 (M
A)

●
●

M
ou

nt
 To

m
 (M

A)
●

●
Ho

ne
yp

ot
 R

oa
d 

W
et

la
nd

s (
M

A)
●

●
De

ad
 M

an
’s 

Sw
am

p 
(C

T)
●

●
Ro

ge
r T

or
y P

et
er

so
n 

(C
T)

●
●

Sa
dd

le
 Is

la
nd

 (N
H)



4-113

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

FE
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 a

nd
 P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e)
(In

cl
ud

es
 E

xp
an

di
ng

 th
e 

Re
fu

ge
’s 

Ap
pr

ov
ed

 A
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

Au
th

or
ity

)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Ex
is

tin
g 

an
d 

Pr
op

os
ed

 
Re

fu
ge

 D
iv

is
io

ns
, a

ss
um

in
g 

fu
ll 

im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
10

 e
xis

tin
g 

di
vis

io
ns

.  
As

  la
nd

s a
re

 p
ur

ch
as

ed
 fr

om
 

w
illi

ng
 se

lle
rs

 o
nl

y, 
SF

As
 b

ec
om

e 
re

fu
ge

 d
ivi

sio
ns

 o
r u

ni
ts

: 
Ex

is
tin

g 
Di

vi
si

on
s

●
●

Bl
ue

be
rr

y S
w

am
p 

(N
H)

●
●

De
ad

 B
ra

nc
h 

(M
A)

●
●

Fo
rt 

Ri
ve

r (
M

A)
●

●
M

as
co

m
a 

Ri
ve

r (
N

H)
●

●
M

ill 
Ri

ve
r (

M
A)

●
●

N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 (V

T)
  

●
●

Po
nd

ich
er

ry
 (N

H)
●

●
Sa

lm
on

 R
ive

r (
CT

)
●

●
W

es
tfi

el
d 

Ri
ve

r (
M

A)
●

●
W

ha
le

bo
ne

 C
ov

e 
(C

T)

●
●

As
su

m
in

g 
ac

qu
isi

tio
n 

of
 n

ew
 

SF
As

, p
ot

en
tia

lly
 n

ew
 d

ivi
sio

ns
 

co
ul

d 
be

 e
st

ab
lis

he
d.

Fu
ll i

m
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
w

ou
ld

 re
su

lt 
in

 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

18
 e

xis
tin

g 
an

d 
ne

w
 

di
vis

io
ns

 (o
nc

e 
pu

rc
ha

se
d,

 la
nd

s 
in

 C
FA

s w
ou

ld
 b

ec
om

e 
re

fu
ge

 
di

vis
io

ns
):

Ex
is

tin
g 

Di
vi

si
on

s
●

●
Bl

ue
be

rr
y S

w
am

p 
(N

H)
●

●
De

ad
 B

ra
nc

h 
(M

A)
●

●
Fo

rt 
Ri

ve
r (

M
A)

●
●

M
as

co
m

a 
Ri

ve
r (

N
H)

●
●

M
ill 

Ri
ve

r (
M

A)
●

●
N

ul
he

ga
n 

Ba
sin

 (V
T)

  
●

●
Po

nd
ich

er
ry

 (N
H)

●
●

Sa
lm

on
 R

ive
r (

CT
)

●
●

W
es

tfi
el

d 
Ri

ve
r (

M
A)

●
●

W
ha

le
bo

ne
 C

ov
e 

(C
T)

Pr
op

os
ed

 D
iv

is
io

ns
●

●
As

hu
el

ot
 R

ive
r (

N
H)

●
●

Fa
rm

in
gt

on
 R

ive
r (

M
A

/C
T)

●
●

M
ar

om
as

 (C
T)

●
●

Om
po

m
pa

no
os

uc
 (V

T)
●

●
Py

qu
ag

 (C
T)

●
●

Qu
on

at
uc

k (
m

ai
ns

te
m

)
●

●
Sc

an
tic

 (C
T)

●
●

W
es

t R
ive

r (
VT

)

Fu
ll i

m
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
w

ou
ld

 re
su

lt 
in

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
22

 e
xis

tin
g 

an
d 

ne
w

 
di

vis
io

ns
(o

nc
e 

la
nd

s p
ur

ch
as

ed
 fr

om
 w

illi
ng

 se
lle

rs
 o

nl
y, 

 C
FA

s w
ou

ld
 

be
co

m
e 

re
fu

ge
 d

ivi
sio

ns
):

Ex
is

tin
g 

Di
vi

si
on

s
●

●
Bl

ue
be

rr
y S

w
am

p 
(N

H)
●

●
De

ad
 B

ra
nc

h 
(M

A)
●

●
Fo

rt 
Ri

ve
r (

M
A)

●
●

M
as

co
m

a 
Ri

ve
r (

N
H)

●
●

M
ill 

Ri
ve

r (
M

A)
●

●
N

ul
he

ga
n 

Ba
sin

 (V
T)

  
●

●
Po

nd
ich

er
ry

 (N
H)

●
●

Sa
lm

on
 R

ive
r (

CT
)

●
●

W
es

tfi
el

d 
Ri

ve
r (

M
A)

●
●

W
ha

le
bo

ne
 C

ov
e 

(C
T)

Pr
op

os
ed

 D
iv

is
io

ns
●

●
As

hu
el

ot
 (N

H)
●

●
Fa

rm
in

gt
on

 R
ive

r (
M

A
/C

T)
●

●
M

ar
om

as
 (C

T)
●

●
M

ud
dy

 B
ro

ok
 (C

T)
*

●
●

Om
po

m
pa

no
os

uc
 (V

T)
●

●
Ot

ta
uq

ue
ch

ee
 R

ive
r (

VT
)*

●
●

Py
qu

ag
 (C

T)
●

●
Qu

on
at

uc
k 

●
●

Sc
an

tic
 (C

T)
●

●
Sp

ra
gu

e 
Br

oo
k (

N
H)

*
●

●
W

es
t R

ive
r (

VT
)

●
●

W
hi

te
 R

ive
r (

VT
)*

*P
ro

po
se

d 
di

vis
io

ns
 u

nd
er

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
s C

 a
nd

 D
, b

ut
 n

ot
 u

nd
er

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
 B

Re
fu

ge
 S

ta
ffi

ng
M

ai
nt

ai
n 

ex
ist

in
g 

re
fu

ge
 s

ta
ff 

(s
ee

 a
pp

en
di

x H
 fo

r c
ur

re
nt

 
st

af
fin

g 
ch

ar
t).

If 
fu

nd
in

g 
al

lo
w

s, 
ad

d 
ad

di
tio

na
l a

dm
in

ist
ra

tiv
e,

 b
io

lo
gi

ca
l, m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
, a

nd
 

vis
ito

r s
er

vic
es

 s
ta

ff 
(s

ee
 a

pp
en

di
x H

 fo
r p

ro
po

se
d 

st
af

fin
g 

ch
ar

t).
Co

m
pa

re
d 

to
 a

lte
rn

at
ive

s B
 a

nd
 C

, 
un

de
r a

lte
rn

at
ive

 D
 , w

e 
pr

op
os

e 
fe

w
er

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 s

ta
ff

(s
ee

 a
pp

en
di

x H
 fo

r p
ro

po
se

d 
st

af
fin

g 
ch

ar
t).

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

FE
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 a

nd
 P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e)
(In

cl
ud

es
 E

xp
an

di
ng

 th
e 

Re
fu

ge
’s 

Ap
pr

ov
ed

 A
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

Au
th

or
ity

)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

To
ta

l A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Re

fu
ge

 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y 
To

ta
l a

pp
ro

ve
d 

re
fu

ge
 a

cq
ui

sit
io

n 
au

th
or

ity
97

,8
30

 a
cr

es
(T

hi
s i

nc
lu

de
s p

os
t-1

99
5 F

EI
S 

ex
pa

ns
io

ns
 to

 N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 

an
d 

Po
nd

ich
er

ry
 D

ivi
sio

ns
).

To
ta

l a
pp

ro
ve

d 
re

fu
ge

 a
cq

ui
sit

io
n 

au
th

or
ity

97
,7

72
 a

cr
es

To
ta

l a
pp

ro
ve

d 
re

fu
ge

 a
cq

ui
sit

io
n 

au
th

or
ity

19
7,3

37
 a

cr
es

To
ta

l a
pp

ro
ve

d 
re

fu
ge

 a
cq

ui
sit

io
n 

au
th

or
ity

23
1,3

07
 a

cr
es

Ex
is

tin
g 

Re
fu

ge
 U

ni
ts

M
ai

nt
ai

n 
11

 e
xis

tin
g 

un
its

 to
ta

lin
g 

70
8 a

cr
es

: 
●

●
Pu

tn
ey

 M
ou

nt
ai

n 
(V

T)
●

●
Ha

tfi
el

d 
(M

A)
●

●
Fa

nn
ie

 S
te

bb
in

s (
M

A)
●

●
W

iss
at

in
ne

w
ag

 (M
A)

●
●

Th
ird

 Is
la

nd
 (M

A)
●

●
M

ou
nt

 To
by

 (M
A)

●
●

M
ou

nt
 To

m
 (M

A)
●

●
Ho

ne
yp

ot
 R

oa
d 

W
et

la
nd

s (
M

A)
●

●
De

ad
 M

an
’s 

Sw
am

p 
(C

T)
●

●
Ro

ge
r T

or
y P

et
er

so
n 

(C
T)

●
●

Sa
dd

le
 Is

la
nd

 (N
H)

Summary Comparison of Management Objectives, Actions, and Strategies by Alternative Proposed in the Conte Refuge CCP

Chapter 4. Alternatives, Including the Service-preferred Alternative



Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge

Summary Comparison of Management Objectives, Actions, and Strategies by Alternative Proposed in the Conte Refuge CCP

4-114

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

FE
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 a

nd
 P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e)
(In

cl
ud

es
 E

xp
an

di
ng

 th
e 

Re
fu

ge
’s 

Ap
pr

ov
ed

 A
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

Au
th

or
ity

)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Ad
m

in
is

tra
tiv

e 
an

d 
Vi

si
to

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s

M
ai

nt
ai

n 
ex

ist
in

g 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s,

 
in

cl
ud

in
g:

 
●

●
Re

fu
ge

 o
ffi

ce
 in

 S
un

de
rla

nd
, 

M
A 

(c
o-

lo
ca

te
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

Se
rv

ice
’s 

Co
nn

ec
tic

ut
 R

ive
r 

Co
or

di
na

to
r’s

 O
ffi

ce
). 

●
●

Re
fu

ge
 o

ffi
ce

 a
nd

 vi
sit

or
 

co
nt

ac
t s

ta
tio

n 
at

 N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 D

ivi
sio

n 
in

 B
ru

ns
w

ick
, 

VT
. 

●
●

Gr
ea

t F
al

ls 
Di

sc
ov

er
y C

en
te

r 
(S

ta
te

-o
w

ne
d,

 c
oo

pe
ra

tiv
el

y 
m

an
ag

ed
 b

ui
ld

in
g)

 in
 Tu

rn
er

s 
Fa

lls
, M

A.
 P

rim
ar

ily
 p

ro
vid

e 
su

pp
or

t f
or

 p
ro

gr
am

s a
s 

fu
nd

in
g 

al
lo

w
s.

In
 a

dd
iti

on
 to

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
 A

: 
De

pe
nd

in
g 

on
 fu

tu
re

 s
ta

ffi
ng

 le
ve

ls,
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 o
ffi

ce
 sp

ac
e 

m
ay

 b
e 

ne
ed

ed
. 

●
●

Co
ns

id
er

 c
re

at
in

g 
ou

td
oo

r e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l e
du

ca
tio

n 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s a

t F
or

t R
ive

r 
Di

vis
io

n.
 T

hi
s p

ro
je

ct
 m

ay
 re

qu
ire

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 N

EP
A 

an
al

ys
is,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
a 

pu
bl

ic
 c

om
m

en
t a

nd
 re

vie
w

 p
er

io
d.

 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
 to

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
 A

: 
●

●
De

pe
nd

in
g 

on
 fu

tu
re

 s
ta

ffi
ng

 
le

ve
ls,

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 o

ffi
ce

 sp
ac

e 
m

ay
 b

e 
ne

ed
ed

. 



4-115

Re
so

ur
ce

 
or

 P
ro

gr
am

 
Fe

at
ur

es

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

Fi
na

l E
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 

an
d 

Pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e)

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Go
al

 1 
W

ild
lif

e 
an

d 
Ha

bi
ta

t C
on

se
rv

at
io

n.
 

Pr
om

ot
e 

th
e 

bi
ol

og
ic

al
 d

ive
rs

ity
, in

te
gr

ity
, a

nd
 re

sil
ie

nc
y o

f t
er

re
st

ria
l a

nd
 a

qu
at

ic
 e

co
sy

st
em

s w
ith

in
 th

e 
Co

nn
ec

tic
ut

 R
ive

r w
at

er
sh

ed
 in

 a
n 

am
ou

nt
 a

nd
 d

ist
rib

ut
io

n 
th

at
 su

st
ai

ns
 

ec
ol

og
ic

al
 fu

nc
tio

n 
an

d 
su

pp
or

ts
 h

ea
lth

y p
op

ul
at

io
ns

 o
f n

at
ive

 fi
sh

, w
ild

lif
e,

 a
nd

 p
la

nt
s, 

es
pe

ci
al

ly 
Fe

de
ra

l t
ru

st
 sp

ec
ie

s o
f c

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

co
nc

er
n,

 in
 a

nt
ici

pa
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s o

f c
lim

at
e,

 
la

nd
 u

se
, a

nd
 d

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 c

ha
ng

es
.

Ob
je

ct
iv

e 
1.1

 Fo
re

st
ed

 U
pl

an
ds

 a
nd

 W
et

la
nd

s (
In

cl
ud

in
g 

Ri
pa

ria
n 

an
d 

Flo
od

pl
ai

n 
Fo

re
st

s)
 

In
 c

oo
pe

ra
tio

n 
w

ith
 w

illi
ng

 la
nd

ow
ne

rs
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 p
ar

tn
er

s, 
pr

ot
ec

t, 
m

an
ag

e,
 a

nd
 re

st
or

e 
fo

re
st

ed
 h

ab
ita

ts
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

Co
nn

ec
tic

ut
 R

ive
r w

at
er

sh
ed

. T
he

se
 fo

re
st

ed
 h

ab
ita

ts
 w

ill 
he

lp
 su

st
ai

n 
th

e 
bi

ol
og

ic
al

 d
ive

rs
ity

, in
te

gr
ity

, a
nd

 e
co

lo
gi

ca
l a

nd
 h

yd
ro

lo
gi

c 
fu

nc
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

riv
er

 e
co

sy
st

em
, p

ro
vid

e 
ha

bi
ta

t c
on

ne
ct

io
ns

 a
nd

 w
ild

lif
e 

tra
ve

l c
or

rid
or

s, 
ac

co
m

m
od

at
e 

an
tic

ip
at

ed
 sh

ift
s i

n 
sp

ec
ie

s’ 
ra

ng
es

 fr
om

 c
lim

at
e 

an
d 

la
nd

 u
se

 c
ha

ng
es

, a
nd

 su
pp

or
t f

or
es

t-d
ep

en
de

nt
 sp

ec
ie

s o
f c

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

co
nc

er
n,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
m

ig
ra

to
ry

 b
ird

s a
nd

 fe
de

ra
lly

 lis
te

d 
en

da
ng

er
ed

 a
nd

 th
re

at
en

ed
 sp

ec
ie

s.

Fo
re

st
ed

 
Up

la
nd

s 
an

d 
W

et
la

nd
s:

 
• 

Co
re

 F
or

es
t 

Bl
oc

ks
• 

Fo
re

st
 

Co
rri

do
rs

• 
Fo

re
st

 A
ge

, 
St

ru
ct

ur
e,

 
an

d 
Co

m
po

si
tio

n
• 

Fo
re

st
 

W
et

la
nd

 
In

te
gr

ity
 

• 
Cl

im
at

e 
Ch

an
ge

 
Ad

ap
ta

tio
n 

Of
f R

ef
ug

e 
La

nd
s

Lim
ite

d 
an

d 
in

di
re

ct
 su

pp
or

t a
nd

 g
ui

da
nc

e 
fo

r r
es

to
ra

tio
n 

ef
fo

rts
 o

n 
ot

he
r o

w
ne

rs
hi

ps
 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
w

at
er

sh
ed

. 

On
 R

ef
ug

e 
La

nd
s

Th
e 

m
aj

or
ity

 o
f f

or
es

t o
n 

th
e 

re
fu

ge
 w

ill 
be

 p
as

siv
el

y m
an

ag
ed

 a
nd

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 a

s 
m

id
- t

o 
la

te
-s

uc
ce

ss
io

na
l fo

re
st

 to
 b

en
ef

it 
a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f m
ig

ra
to

ry
 b

ird
s a

nd
 o

th
er

 n
at

ive
 

w
ild

lif
e.

 A
ct

ive
 h

ab
ita

t m
an

ag
em

en
t o

n 
re

fu
ge

 la
nd

s i
s l

im
ite

d 
to

 th
e 

fe
w

, la
rg

er
 

re
fu

ge
 d

ivi
sio

ns
, in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 D

ivi
sio

n 
an

d 
Po

nd
ich

er
ry

 D
ivi

sio
n.

 
M

aj
or

ity
 o

f S
FA

s a
re

 sm
al

l a
nd

 sc
at

te
re

d 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

w
at

er
sh

ed
.

• 
Co

nt
in

ue
 to

 im
pl

em
en

t w
oo

dc
oc

k h
ab

ita
t 

m
an

ag
em

en
t a

t N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 D

ivi
sio

n 
(a

pp
ro

xim
at

el
y 6

0 a
cr

es
 m

an
ag

ed
 e

ve
ry

 
5 y

ea
rs

). 
• 

Co
nt

in
ue

 a
pp

ro
xim

at
el

y 6
 a

cr
es

 o
f f

or
es

t 
st

an
d 

m
an

ag
em

en
t e

ve
ry

 2 
to

 3 
ye

ar
s a

t 
th

e 
Po

nd
ich

er
ry

 D
ivi

sio
n.

 

W
ith

in
 C

PA
s

W
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s a
nd

 w
illi

ng
 la

nd
ow

ne
rs

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
w

at
er

sh
ed

, w
ith

 a
 p

rio
rit

y o
n 

CP
A 

la
nd

s, 
to

: 
• 

Pr
ot

ec
t, 

re
st

or
e,

 a
nd

 p
ro

m
ot

e 
un

fra
gm

en
te

d,
 c

on
tig

uo
us

 b
lo

ck
s o

f f
or

es
t. 

 
• 

Pr
om

ot
e 

a 
di

ve
rs

ity
 o

f f
or

es
t a

ge
, s

tru
ct

ur
e,

 a
nd

 c
om

po
sit

io
n 

to
 b

en
ef

it 
a 

di
ve

rs
ity

 
of

 n
at

ive
 fi

sh
, w

ild
lif

e,
 a

nd
 p

la
nt

s.
• 

M
ai

nt
ai

n 
hy

dr
ol

og
ic

 fu
nc

tio
ns

 a
nd

 w
ild

lif
e 

va
lu

es
 o

f f
or

es
te

d 
w

et
la

nd
s b

y 
pr

ot
ec

tin
g 

an
d 

re
st

or
in

g 
na

tu
ra

l h
yd

ro
lo

gi
ca

l r
eg

im
es

 a
nd

 ve
ge

ta
tiv

e 
ed

ge
s (

e.
g.

, 
re

st
or

e 
flo

od
pl

ai
n 

fo
re

st
s a

nd
 re

pl
ac

e 
cu

lve
rts

 a
nd

 b
rid

ge
s)

.
• 

As
sis

t w
ith

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

an
d 

im
pl

em
en

tin
g 

ef
fe

ct
ive

 c
lim

at
e 

ad
ap

ta
tio

n 
re

sp
on

se
 

st
ra

te
gi

es
. 

• 
Su

pp
or

t t
he

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f c

lim
at

e 
ch

an
ge

 vu
ln

er
ab

ilit
y a

ss
es

sm
en

t m
od

el
s f

or
 

th
e 

Co
nn

ec
tic

ut
 R

ive
r w

at
er

sh
ed

.
• 

Su
pp

or
t a

nd
 p

ro
vid

e 
gu

id
an

ce
 fo

r f
or

es
t r

es
to

ra
tio

n 
ef

fo
rts

 o
ff 

 re
fu

ge
 la

nd
s 

th
ro

ug
h:

●
✸

Gr
an

t s
up

po
rt,

 w
rit

in
g,

 a
nd

 “g
ho

st
 w

rit
in

g.
” 

●
✸

Te
ch

ni
ca

l a
nd

 fi
el

d 
as

sis
ta

nc
e.

 
●

✸
Co

op
er

at
ive

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 sh

ar
ed

 re
so

ur
ce

 a
gr

ee
m

en
ts

.

W
ith

in
 C

PA
s

Sa
m

e 
as

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
s B

 a
nd

 C
. 

On
 R

ef
ug

e 
La

nd
s

• 
N

o 
ac

tiv
e 

fo
re

st
 m

an
ag

em
en

t 
on

 re
fu

ge
 la

nd
s, 

ex
ce

pt
 lim

ite
d 

co
nt

ro
l o

f in
va

siv
e 

sp
ec

ie
s 

an
d 

re
st

or
at

io
n 

of
 n

at
ur

al
 

pr
oc

es
se

s. 
In

st
ea

d,
 u

se
 

pa
ss

ive
 m

an
ag

em
en

t (
e.

g.
, 

na
tu

ra
l d

ist
ur

ba
nc

e 
pr

oc
es

se
s 

an
d 

su
cc

es
sio

na
l c

ha
ng

es
). 

• 
Co

nd
uc

t f
or

es
t in

ve
nt

or
ie

s a
nd

 
su

rv
ey

 w
ild

lif
e 

us
e.

• 
M

ap
 n

at
ur

al
 c

om
m

un
iti

es
 

an
d 

ve
rn

al
 p

oo
ls 

an
d 

pr
ot

ec
t 

ra
re

 a
nd

 e
xe

m
pl

ar
y n

at
ur

al
 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

. 
• 

As
se

ss
 h

yd
ro

lo
gi

ca
l 

co
nd

iti
on

s o
f f

or
es

te
d 

w
et

la
nd

s.
• 

Di
sc

on
tin

ue
 N

ul
he

ga
n 

Ba
sin

 
Di

vis
io

n 
pu

bl
ic

 tr
ap

pi
ng

 
pr

og
ra

m
. O

nl
y m

an
ag

e 
fu

rb
ea

re
rs

 vi
a 

tra
pp

in
g 

fo
r 

m
an

ag
em

en
t p

ur
po

se
s o

n 
re

fu
ge

 la
nd

s i
f t

he
re

 a
re

 
th

re
at

s t
o 

hu
m

an
 h

ea
lth

 o
r 

re
fu

ge
 in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e.

Summary Comparison of Management Objectives, Actions, and Strategies by Alternative Proposed in the Conte Refuge CCP

Chapter 4. Alternatives, Including the Service-preferred Alternative



Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge

Summary Comparison of Management Objectives, Actions, and Strategies by Alternative Proposed in the Conte Refuge CCP

4-116

Re
so

ur
ce

 
or

 P
ro

gr
am

 
Fe

at
ur

es

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

Fi
na

l E
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 

an
d 

Pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e)

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Fo
re

st
ed

 
Up

la
nd

s 
an

d 
W

et
la

nd
s 

co
nt

.

• 
Re

st
or

e 
fo

re
st

ed
 w

et
la

nd
s, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
w

or
kin

g 
w

ith
 T

N
C 

to
 p

la
nt

 A
m

er
ic

an
 

el
m

 in
 fl

oo
dp

la
in

 fo
re

st
s a

t F
or

t R
ive

r 
Di

vis
io

n.
  

• 
Co

nt
in

ue
 fu

rb
ea

re
r m

an
ag

em
en

t 
pr

og
ra

m
 a

t N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 D

ivi
sio

n,
 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
pu

bl
ic

 tr
ap

pi
ng

 p
ro

gr
am

, 
ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 re
fu

ge
 

re
gu

la
tio

ns
. M

an
ag

e 
fu

rb
ea

re
rs

 o
n 

ot
he

r r
ef

ug
e 

di
vis

io
ns

 a
nd

 u
ni

ts
 if

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
th

re
at

s t
o 

hu
m

an
 h

ea
lth

 o
r r

ef
ug

e 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e.

 

On
 R

ef
ug

e 
La

nd
s

M
an

ag
em

en
t o

f f
or

es
te

d 
up

la
nd

s a
nd

 w
et

la
nd

s o
n 

th
e 

re
fu

ge
 a

re
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

un
de

r 
al

te
rn

at
ive

s B
 a

nd
 C

, e
xc

ep
t t

ha
t t

he
re

 w
ill 

be
 e

xp
an

de
d 

an
d 

en
ha

nc
ed

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 p
ro

te
ct

, m
an

ag
e,

 a
nd

 re
st

or
e 

fo
re

st
ed

 h
ab

ita
ts

 to
 m

ee
t r

ef
ug

e 
an

d 
St

at
e 

W
AP

s 
un

de
r a

lte
rn

at
ive

 C
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f t
he

 e
xp

an
de

d 
an

d 
be

tte
r c

on
ne

ct
ed

 re
fu

ge
 la

nd
 b

as
e.

 
Un

de
r b

ot
h 

al
te

rn
at

ive
s, 

w
e 

w
ou

ld
 e

m
ph

as
ize

 a
ct

ive
 fo

re
st

 m
an

ag
em

en
t t

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
co

nt
ig

uo
us

 fo
re

st
 h

ab
ita

t t
o 

be
ne

fit
 a

re
a-

se
ns

iti
ve

 m
ig

ra
to

ry
 b

ird
s a

nd
 o

th
er

 n
at

ive
 

w
ild

lif
e.

  A
cr

ea
ge

s b
el

ow
 a

re
 a

 ro
ug

h 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

io
n.

 D
et

ai
ls 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

in
 

st
ep

-d
ow

n 
ha

bi
ta

t m
an

ag
em

en
t p

la
ns

, w
hi

ch
 w

ill 
be

 c
oo

rd
in

at
ed

 w
ith

 S
ta

te
s a

nd
 

st
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

. 
• 

Un
de

r a
lte

rn
at

ive
 B

, a
ct

ive
ly 

m
an

ag
e 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 7
,6

60
 a

cr
es

 o
f f

or
es

te
d 

ha
bi

ta
t o

ve
r t

he
 15

-y
ea

r C
CP

 a
cr

os
s r

ef
ug

e 
di

vis
io

ns
 to

 im
pr

ov
e 

ha
bi

ta
t f

or
 p

rio
rit

y 
sp

ec
ie

s, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

ac
re

s w
e 

ar
e 

cu
rre

nt
ly 

m
an

ag
in

g 
un

de
r a

lte
rn

at
ive

 A
. U

nd
er

 
al

te
rn

at
ive

 C
, t

hi
s w

ou
ld

 in
cr

ea
se

 to
 a

pp
ro

xim
at

el
y 1

1,5
50

 a
cr

es
 o

ve
r t

he
 15

-y
ea

r 
CC

P 
ho

riz
on

.
• 

Co
nd

uc
t f

or
es

t in
ve

nt
or

ie
s a

nd
 su

rv
ey

 w
ild

lif
e 

us
e.

 
• 

Id
en

tif
y a

nd
 im

pl
em

en
t a

ct
ive

 h
ab

ita
t m

an
ag

em
en

t a
nd

 re
st

or
at

io
n 

on
 re

fu
ge

 la
nd

s 
(e

.g
., t

re
e 

pl
an

tin
gs

, t
im

be
r h

ar
ve

st
in

g,
 p

re
sc

rib
ed

 fi
re

, e
tc

.) 
im

pr
ov

e 
fo

re
st

 a
ge

 
di

st
rib

ut
io

ns
, s

tru
ct

ur
al

 c
om

pl
ex

ity
, a

nd
 sp

ec
ie

s c
om

po
sit

io
n.

  
• 

W
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s t
o 

en
su

re
 h

ab
ita

t m
an

ag
em

en
t o

n 
re

fu
ge

 c
om

pl
em

en
ts

 
ad

jac
en

t la
nd

 m
an

ag
em

en
t a

ct
ivi

tie
s.

 
• 

M
ai

nt
ai

n 
at

 le
as

t 3
00

-m
et

er
-w

id
e 

fo
re

st
ed

 c
or

rid
or

s t
hr

ou
gh

 n
on

-fo
re

st
ed

 m
at

rix
 

ha
bi

ta
t t

o 
fa

ci
lit

at
e 

sp
ec

ie
s m

ov
em

en
t. 

 
• 

Co
nt

ro
l in

va
siv

e 
sp

ec
ie

s.
• 

M
on

ito
r s

pe
ci

es
 re

sp
on

se
 to

 o
ur

 m
an

ag
em

en
t.

• 
M

ap
 n

at
ur

al
 c

om
m

un
iti

es
 a

nd
 ve

rn
al

 p
oo

ls 
an

d 
pr

ot
ec

t r
ar

e 
an

d 
ex

em
pl

ar
y n

at
ur

al
 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

. 
• 

As
se

ss
 h

yd
ro

lo
gi

ca
l c

on
di

tio
ns

 o
f f

or
es

te
d 

w
et

la
nd

s.
 

• 
Co

nt
in

ue
 fu

rb
ea

re
r m

an
ag

em
en

t p
ro

gr
am

 a
t N

ul
he

ga
n 

Ba
sin

 D
ivi

sio
n;

 m
an

ag
e 

fu
rb

ea
re

rs
 o

n 
ot

he
r r

ef
ug

e 
di

vis
io

ns
 C

on
tro

l in
va

siv
e 

sp
ec

ie
s.

• 
M

on
ito

r s
pe

ci
es

 re
sp

on
se

 to
 o

ur
 m

an
ag

em
en

t.
• 

M
ap

 n
at

ur
al

 c
om

m
un

iti
es

 a
nd

 ve
rn

al
 p

oo
ls 

an
d 

pr
ot

ec
t r

ar
e 

an
d 

ex
em

pl
ar

y n
at

ur
al

 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
. 

• 
As

se
ss

 h
yd

ro
lo

gi
ca

l c
on

di
tio

ns
 o

f f
or

es
te

d 
w

et
la

nd
s.

 
• 

Co
nt

in
ue

 fu
rb

ea
re

r m
an

ag
em

en
t p

ro
gr

am
 a

t N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 D

ivi
sio

n;
 m

an
ag

e 
fu

rb
ea

re
rs

 o
n 

ot
he

r r
ef

ug
e 

di
vis

io
ns

 a
nd

 u
ni

ts
, b

y m
et

ho
ds

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
tra

pp
in

g,
 a

s 
a 

m
an

ag
em

en
t t

oo
l.  

As
 n

ew
 la

nd
s a

re
 a

cq
ui

re
d,

 a
nd

 w
he

re
 tr

ap
pi

ng
 is

 a
lre

ad
y 

oc
cu

rri
ng

, a
llo

w
 it

 to
 c

on
tin

ue
 a

s a
 to

ol
 to

 m
an

ag
e 

w
ild

lif
e 

po
pu

la
tio

ns
, w

he
re

 th
e 

m
an

ag
em

en
t n

ee
d 

is 
su

pp
or

te
d 

by
 th

e 
re

sp
ec

tiv
e 

St
at

e 
fis

h 
an

d 
w

ild
lif

e 
ag

en
cy

 
an

d 
it 

is 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 c
om

pa
tib

le
. .



4-117

Re
so

ur
ce

 
or

 P
ro

gr
am

 
Fe

at
ur

es

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

Fi
na

l E
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 

an
d 

Pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e)

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Ob
je

ct
iv

e 
1.2

: N
on

-fo
re

st
ed

 U
pl

an
ds

 a
nd

 W
et

la
nd

s (
Fr

es
hw

at
er

 W
et

la
nd

s, 
Pa

st
ur

e,
 H

ay
 a

nd
 G

ra
ss

la
nd

s)
In

 c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

w
ith

 w
illi

ng
 la

nd
ow

ne
rs

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 p

ar
tn

er
s, 

pr
ot

ec
t, 

m
an

ag
e,

 a
nd

 re
st

or
e 

no
n-

fo
re

st
ed

 w
et

la
nd

s a
nd

 u
pl

an
ds

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
Co

nn
ec

tic
ut

 R
ive

r w
at

er
sh

ed
. T

he
se

 n
on

-
fo

re
st

ed
 h

ab
ita

ts
 w

ill 
he

lp
 su

st
ai

n 
th

e 
bi

ol
og

ic
al

 d
ive

rs
ity

, in
te

gr
ity

, a
nd

 e
co

lo
gi

ca
l a

nd
 h

yd
ro

lo
gi

c 
fu

nc
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

riv
er

 e
co

sy
st

em
, p

ro
vid

e 
ha

bi
ta

t c
on

ne
ct

io
ns

 a
nd

 w
ild

lif
e 

tra
ve

l 
co

rri
do

rs
, a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

an
tic

ip
at

ed
 sh

ift
s i

n 
sp

ec
ie

s’ 
ra

ng
es

 fr
om

 c
lim

at
e 

an
d 

la
nd

 u
se

 c
ha

ng
es

, a
nd

 su
pp

or
t d

ep
en

de
nt

 sp
ec

ie
s o

f c
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
co

nc
er

n-
in

cl
ud

in
g 

m
ig

ra
to

ry
 b

ird
s a

nd
 

fe
de

ra
lly

 lis
te

d 
en

da
ng

er
ed

 a
nd

 th
re

at
en

ed
 sp

ec
ie

s.

N
on

-fo
re

st
ed

 
Up

la
nd

s 
an

d 
W

et
la

nd
s

• 
W

et
la

nd
 

In
te

gr
ity

• 
Pa

st
ur

e,
 H

ay
, 

Gr
as

sl
an

ds
 

an
d 

Sh
ru

bl
an

ds

Of
f R

ef
ug

e 
La

nd
s

• 
W

or
k w

ith
 s

ta
te

 a
nd

 lo
ca

l a
ge

nc
ie

s,
 

pr
iva

te
 la

nd
ow

ne
rs

, a
nd

 o
th

er
 

co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

pa
rtn

er
s t

o 
co

ns
er

ve
 

ac
tiv

e 
an

d 
fo

rm
er

 a
gr

icu
ltu

ra
l la

nd
s.

• 
W

or
k w

ith
 p

ar
tn

er
s t

o 
re

st
or

e 
flo

od
pl

ai
n 

fo
re

st
s a

nd
 o

th
er

 ri
pa

ria
n 

ha
bi

ta
ts

 o
n 

fo
rm

er
 a

gr
icu

ltu
ra

l la
nd

s.
 

On
 R

ef
ug

e 
La

nd
s

• 
Re

st
or

e 
de

gr
ad

ed
 w

et
la

nd
s, 

w
he

re
 

fu
nd

in
g 

al
lo

w
s.

  

W
ith

in
 C

PA
s

W
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s a
nd

 w
illi

ng
 la

nd
ow

ne
rs

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
w

at
er

sh
ed

, w
ith

 a
 p

rio
rit

y o
n 

CP
A 

la
nd

s, 
to

: 
• 

To
 p

ro
te

ct
, m

an
ag

e,
 a

nd
 re

st
or

e 
fre

sh
w

at
er

 w
et

la
nd

s, 
w

ith
 e

m
ph

as
is 

on
 re

st
or

in
g 

w
et

la
nd

 e
dg

e 
ha

bi
ta

t, 
he

ad
w

at
er

 s
tre

am
s, 

an
d 

flo
od

pl
ai

ns
. 

• 
To

 p
ro

te
ct

, m
an

ag
e,

 a
nd

 re
st

or
e 

sh
ru

bl
an

ds
 to

 b
en

ef
it 

sh
ru

bl
an

d-
de

pe
nd

en
t 

sp
ec

ie
s.

  
• 

W
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s (
e.

g.
, U

SD
A-

N
CR

S)
 a

nd
 w

illi
ng

 la
nd

ow
ne

rs
 to

 c
on

se
rv

e 
pa

st
ur

e,
 h

ay
, a

nd
 g

ra
ss

la
nd

 h
ab

ita
t t

o 
be

ne
fit

 w
ild

lif
e 

an
d/

or
 re

st
or

e 
fo

rm
er

 
ag

ric
ul

tu
ra

l f
ie

ld
s a

nd
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

en
ro

llm
en

t in
 a

gr
icu

ltu
ra

l p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

pr
og

ra
m

s.
  

• 
Su

pp
or

t s
ta

te
 a

nd
 lo

ca
l e

ffo
rts

 to
 su

st
ai

n 
fa

rm
in

g 
on

 h
ig

hl
y p

ro
du

ct
ive

 a
gr

icu
ltu

ra
l 

la
nd

s, 
bu

t p
ro

m
ot

e 
be

st
 m

an
ag

em
en

t f
ar

m
in

g 
pr

ac
tic

es
 (e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 in
 fl

oo
dp

la
in

 
an

d 
rip

ar
ia

n 
ar

ea
s)

. 
• 

Pr
io

rit
ie

s f
or

 re
st

or
at

io
n 

in
cl

ud
e 

la
nd

s i
n 

ac
tiv

e 
flo

od
pl

ai
ns

, a
re

as
 th

at
 h

av
e 

hi
gh

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t p
re

ss
ur

es
, o

r c
an

 p
ro

vid
e 

cr
iti

ca
l h

ab
ita

t f
or

 S
ta

te
- a

nd
 fe

de
ra

lly
 

lis
te

d 
sp

ec
ie

s.
• 

Su
pp

or
t a

nd
 g

ui
da

nc
e 

fo
r r

es
to

ra
tio

n 
ef

fo
rts

 o
n 

ot
he

r o
w

ne
rs

hi
ps

 w
ill 

in
cl

ud
e:

  
●

✸
Gr

an
t s

up
po

rt,
 w

rit
in

g,
 a

nd
 “g

ho
st

 w
rit

in
g.

” 
●

✸
Te

ch
ni

ca
l a

nd
 fi

el
d 

as
sis

ta
nc

e.
●

✸
Co

op
er

at
ive

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 sh

ar
ed

 re
so

ur
ce

 a
gr

ee
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 le
as

es
.

W
ith

in
 C

PA
s

Sa
m

e 
as

 a
lte

rn
at

ive
s B

 a
nd

 C
. 

On
 R

ef
ug

e 
La

nd
s

Si
m

ila
r t

o 
al

te
rn

at
ive

 C
, 

ex
ce

pt
 n

o 
ac

tiv
e 

m
an

ag
em

en
t 

ot
he

r t
ha

n 
in

va
siv

e 
sp

ec
ie

s 
co

nt
ro

l, h
ab

ita
t r

es
to

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
fo

r r
oa

d 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
. W

e 
w

ou
ld

 p
rim

ar
ily

 u
se

 p
as

siv
e 

m
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 a

llo
w

 n
at

ur
al

 
pr

oc
es

se
s a

nd
 su

cc
es

sio
n 

to
 

oc
cu

r.

Re
so

ur
ce

 
or

 P
ro

gr
am

 
Fe

at
ur

es

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

A
Cu

rr
en

t M
an

ag
em

en
t 

(N
o 

ch
an

ge
 fr

om
 1

99
5 

Fi
na

l E
IS

, a
s 

am
en

de
d)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

B
Co

ns
ol

id
at

ed
 S

te
w

ar
ds

hi
p

(W
ith

in
 E

xi
st

in
g,

 A
pp

ro
ve

d 
Ac

qu
is

iti
on

 A
ut

ho
rit

y)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

C
En

ha
nc

ed
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 

an
d 

Pa
rtn

er
sh

ip
s 

(S
er

vi
ce

-p
re

fe
rr

ed
 

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e)

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

D
Re

du
ce

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t w
ith

 
Em

ph
as

is
 o

n 
Ba

ck
co

un
try

 
Re

cr
ea

tio
n

(In
cl

ud
es

 E
xp

an
di

ng
 th

e 
Re

fu
ge

’s 
Ap

pr
ov

ed
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Au

th
or

ity
)

Fo
re

st
ed

 
Up

la
nd

s 
an

d 
W

et
la

nd
s 

co
nt

.

• 
Re

st
or

e 
fo

re
st

ed
 w

et
la

nd
s, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
w

or
kin

g 
w

ith
 T

N
C 

to
 p

la
nt

 A
m

er
ic

an
 

el
m

 in
 fl

oo
dp

la
in

 fo
re

st
s a

t F
or

t R
ive

r 
Di

vis
io

n.
  

• 
Co

nt
in

ue
 fu

rb
ea

re
r m

an
ag

em
en

t 
pr

og
ra

m
 a

t N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 D

ivi
sio

n,
 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
pu

bl
ic

 tr
ap

pi
ng

 p
ro

gr
am

, 
ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 re
fu

ge
 

re
gu

la
tio

ns
. M

an
ag

e 
fu

rb
ea

re
rs

 o
n 

ot
he

r r
ef

ug
e 

di
vis

io
ns

 a
nd

 u
ni

ts
 if

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
th

re
at

s t
o 

hu
m

an
 h

ea
lth

 o
r r

ef
ug

e 
in

fra
st

ru
ct

ur
e.

 

On
 R

ef
ug

e 
La

nd
s

M
an

ag
em

en
t o

f f
or

es
te

d 
up

la
nd

s a
nd

 w
et

la
nd

s o
n 

th
e 

re
fu

ge
 a

re
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

un
de

r 
al

te
rn

at
ive

s B
 a

nd
 C

, e
xc

ep
t t

ha
t t

he
re

 w
ill 

be
 e

xp
an

de
d 

an
d 

en
ha

nc
ed

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 p
ro

te
ct

, m
an

ag
e,

 a
nd

 re
st

or
e 

fo
re

st
ed

 h
ab

ita
ts

 to
 m

ee
t r

ef
ug

e 
an

d 
St

at
e 

W
AP

s 
un

de
r a

lte
rn

at
ive

 C
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f t
he

 e
xp

an
de

d 
an

d 
be

tte
r c

on
ne

ct
ed

 re
fu

ge
 la

nd
 b

as
e.

 
Un

de
r b

ot
h 

al
te

rn
at

ive
s, 

w
e 

w
ou

ld
 e

m
ph

as
ize

 a
ct

ive
 fo

re
st

 m
an

ag
em

en
t t

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
co

nt
ig

uo
us

 fo
re

st
 h

ab
ita

t t
o 

be
ne

fit
 a

re
a-

se
ns

iti
ve

 m
ig

ra
to

ry
 b

ird
s a

nd
 o

th
er

 n
at

ive
 

w
ild

lif
e.

  A
cr

ea
ge

s b
el

ow
 a

re
 a

 ro
ug

h 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

io
n.

 D
et

ai
ls 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

in
 

st
ep

-d
ow

n 
ha

bi
ta

t m
an

ag
em

en
t p

la
ns

, w
hi

ch
 w

ill 
be

 c
oo

rd
in

at
ed

 w
ith

 S
ta

te
s a

nd
 

st
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

. 
• 

Un
de

r a
lte

rn
at

ive
 B

, a
ct

ive
ly 

m
an

ag
e 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 7
,6

60
 a

cr
es

 o
f f

or
es

te
d 

ha
bi

ta
t o

ve
r t

he
 15

-y
ea

r C
CP

 a
cr

os
s r

ef
ug

e 
di

vis
io

ns
 to

 im
pr

ov
e 

ha
bi

ta
t f

or
 p

rio
rit

y 
sp

ec
ie

s, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

ac
re

s w
e 

ar
e 

cu
rre

nt
ly 

m
an

ag
in

g 
un

de
r a

lte
rn

at
ive

 A
. U

nd
er

 
al

te
rn

at
ive

 C
, t

hi
s w

ou
ld

 in
cr

ea
se

 to
 a

pp
ro

xim
at

el
y 1

1,5
50

 a
cr

es
 o

ve
r t

he
 15

-y
ea

r 
CC

P 
ho

riz
on

.
• 

Co
nd

uc
t f

or
es

t in
ve

nt
or

ie
s a

nd
 su

rv
ey

 w
ild

lif
e 

us
e.

 
• 

Id
en

tif
y a

nd
 im

pl
em

en
t a

ct
ive

 h
ab

ita
t m

an
ag

em
en

t a
nd

 re
st

or
at

io
n 

on
 re

fu
ge

 la
nd

s 
(e

.g
., t

re
e 

pl
an

tin
gs

, t
im

be
r h

ar
ve

st
in

g,
 p

re
sc

rib
ed

 fi
re

, e
tc

.) 
im

pr
ov

e 
fo

re
st

 a
ge

 
di

st
rib

ut
io

ns
, s

tru
ct

ur
al

 c
om

pl
ex

ity
, a

nd
 sp

ec
ie

s c
om

po
sit

io
n.

  
• 

W
or

k w
ith

 p
ar

tn
er

s t
o 

en
su

re
 h

ab
ita

t m
an

ag
em

en
t o

n 
re

fu
ge

 c
om

pl
em

en
ts

 
ad

jac
en

t la
nd

 m
an

ag
em

en
t a

ct
ivi

tie
s.

 
• 

M
ai

nt
ai

n 
at

 le
as

t 3
00

-m
et

er
-w

id
e 

fo
re

st
ed

 c
or

rid
or

s t
hr

ou
gh

 n
on

-fo
re

st
ed

 m
at

rix
 

ha
bi

ta
t t

o 
fa

ci
lit

at
e 

sp
ec

ie
s m

ov
em

en
t. 

 
• 

Co
nt

ro
l in

va
siv

e 
sp

ec
ie

s.
• 

M
on

ito
r s

pe
ci

es
 re

sp
on

se
 to

 o
ur

 m
an

ag
em

en
t.

• 
M

ap
 n

at
ur

al
 c

om
m

un
iti

es
 a

nd
 ve

rn
al

 p
oo

ls 
an

d 
pr

ot
ec

t r
ar

e 
an

d 
ex

em
pl

ar
y n

at
ur

al
 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

. 
• 

As
se

ss
 h

yd
ro

lo
gi

ca
l c

on
di

tio
ns

 o
f f

or
es

te
d 

w
et

la
nd

s.
 

• 
Co

nt
in

ue
 fu

rb
ea

re
r m

an
ag

em
en

t p
ro

gr
am

 a
t N

ul
he

ga
n 

Ba
sin

 D
ivi

sio
n;

 m
an

ag
e 

fu
rb

ea
re

rs
 o

n 
ot

he
r r

ef
ug

e 
di

vis
io

ns
 C

on
tro

l in
va

siv
e 

sp
ec

ie
s.

• 
M

on
ito

r s
pe

ci
es

 re
sp

on
se

 to
 o

ur
 m

an
ag

em
en

t.
• 

M
ap

 n
at

ur
al

 c
om

m
un

iti
es

 a
nd

 ve
rn

al
 p

oo
ls 

an
d 

pr
ot

ec
t r

ar
e 

an
d 

ex
em

pl
ar

y n
at

ur
al

 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
. 

• 
As

se
ss

 h
yd

ro
lo

gi
ca

l c
on

di
tio

ns
 o

f f
or

es
te

d 
w

et
la

nd
s.

 
• 

Co
nt

in
ue

 fu
rb

ea
re

r m
an

ag
em

en
t p

ro
gr

am
 a

t N
ul

he
ga

n 
Ba

sin
 D

ivi
sio

n;
 m

an
ag

e 
fu

rb
ea

re
rs

 o
n 

ot
he

r r
ef

ug
e 

di
vis

io
ns

 a
nd

 u
ni

ts
, b

y m
et

ho
ds

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
tra

pp
in

g,
 a

s 
a 

m
an

ag
em

en
t t

oo
l.  

As
 n

ew
 la

nd
s a

re
 a

cq
ui

re
d,

 a
nd

 w
he

re
 tr

ap
pi

ng
 is

 a
lre

ad
y 

oc
cu

rri
ng

, a
llo

w
 it

 to
 c

on
tin

ue
 a

s a
 to

ol
 to

 m
an

ag
e 

w
ild

lif
e 

po
pu

la
tio

ns
, w

he
re

 th
e 

m
an

ag
em

en
t n

ee
d 

is 
su

pp
or

te
d 

by
 th

e 
re

sp
ec

tiv
e 

St
at

e 
fis

h 
an

d 
w

ild
lif

e 
ag

en
cy

 
an

d 
it 

is 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 c
om

pa
tib

le
. .

Summary Comparison of Management Objectives, Actions, and Strategies by Alternative Proposed in the Conte Refuge CCP
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Chapter 4. Alternatives, Including the Service-preferred Alternative
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Summary Comparison of Management Objectives, Actions, and Strategies by Alternative Proposed in the Conte Refuge CCP

Chapter 4. Alternatives, Including the Service-preferred Alternative


